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55 | gion; and we, whither ſhall we cauſe ber Shame to 
ve have ſo revil'd and adber d 


ſupreme Authority ? O! ſtudy, that it may never be 


ing and deſtroying of a King, whoſe Preſeroation t 
fand bound to endeavour by ſo many ſacred Bonds. 
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T7 Agtand's Black Tribunal, ſet forth in the Tryal of King 
| I. Charles I. by the pretended high Court or ulicg Weſt- 
== minſter-ha!l, Jan. 20. 1648. together with his Majeſty's Speech 
. on the Scaffold, exedted at Vhiteball- gate, Tueſday un 30: 
1648. Allo a perfect Relation of the Sufferings and Death 
of divers of the Nobility and Gentry, Who were inhumanly 
murder' ] for their conſtant Loyalty to their Sovereign Lord the 
King. Together with their ſeyeral Dying-Speeches, from the 
Pear _ to 1658. viz. Earl of &rafford, Arch-biſhop of Can- 
' Ferbury, Duke Hamilton, Earl of Holland, Arthur, Lord Capel, 
James, Earl of Derby, Marqueſs of Montroſs, Col. VMilliam 
 balds, Col. Euſebins Audrewet, Col. John Penruddock, Col. 
yard, Sir Henry Hidt, Sir Henry Slingsby, Col. ohn Morris, 
Cor. Blackburne, Cor. Hugh Grove, Dr. John Hewet. The gth 
Edirion. To which is added, An hiftorical Prefaee, by a true 


the Britain. 
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Gere of St. Faith's, in the Dedication of his Kala- 


| b M Madam, let us fit down aud weep over our Reli- 4 


go? How ſhall we now look Papiſts in the Face, whom 1 
2 their derogatory Do- 
* Frine, and damnable Practices againſt Kings, or any in 


ſaid that any Perſon of Honour, and of the Proteſtant Re- ; 
ligion, bad any Hand in fo unworthy an Action, as depo- | 


Church-man, Price bound 25, Soldby G. Sawbridge, in Lit- | 
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Ads 25. 10. Chap. 1. 11. C. ult. 


I ſtand at Cæſa be ps joan where I ought 
to be judg d. I appeal unto Czar. 


HE Sons of Beliat call this Day, the Madding- Day, 7. 
e. as we ſay, the Day on which they themſelves are 
. ſtark mad, to hear, that there ate any, who dare to 
aſſert the Cauſe of God, and the King or Queen, to 

preach Apoltolical Doctrine, or to expoſe the Doctrine of har» | 
den'd Wretches, to the Cenſure of the ſober World, and to per- 
{wade thoſe who love their Country and their Laws, to have 

"nothing to do with ſuch as are given to change. 

But the Reaſon why they give it the Name, as they would 
ſay, is, becauſe ſeveral honeſt Men are fo mad, as to inculcate 
the Doctrine of Scripture, the general Rules of Chriſtianity, and 
the Principles of the lawfully eftabliſh*d Church of England, in a 
degenerate and Atheiſtical Age. Eut we may remember, that a 

reat Man, much about as knowing as themſelves in Religious 
atters, told St. Paul, that he was beſide himſelf, and that too 
much Learning bad made him mad, when he, who knew better 
what he did, than his ignorant Cenſurer, preach'd nothing bit 
the weightieſt Truths of the Goſpel, and utter'd none but the 
Words of Truth and Soberneſs. 

The Originals of Rebellion, the Original of Government, in e- 
very Nation, and the Puniſhments juſtly due to Murderres and 
Rebels, I have fully and unanſwerably demonſtrated formerly 
on theſe melancholick Ozcahtons : But fince ſome are ſtill as 
buſy to infule other and contrary Principles into the Minds of 
the Eaſy, Ill-principPd, and Inconſiderate, and ſince Sr. Rus 

Behaviour toward the Civil Magiſtrate, is brought to confute his 
Doctrine, and to prove, that good Chriſtians may refiit the 
higher Powers, without incurring the Penalty of Damnation, I 
cannot think this ſad and ſolemn Time ill ſpent, if Ipaſs a Me- 
lizs Inqu irendum upon that Great Apoſtie's Behaviour, and vin- 
dicate him from that ſcandalous Intimation, That he taught 
Men to reſiſt thoſe very Powers whom he had commanded 
them to obey, by his own Example; and that the Com- 
mand which he gave to all the awful Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
to put their Hearers in Mind to be ſubje# to Principalities and 

Powers, was but the Copy of his Countenance : A Command 
deſign'd rather to amuſe the World, than to ſecure the Gover- 
nors of it. And we cannot have a better Foundation for a 
reſþ Enquiry into the Matter, than the Text it ſelf, with the 

Coherence and Occaſion of it, * was this. 8 
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St. Paul, after many Years Abſence, came to bring Alm and- 
Offerings to hu Nation, that he might be the more acceptable to 
his Country-men : He, by the Advice of St. James, the Lord's 
Brother, ans then Bifh2p of Jeruſalem, join'd with ſome other 
Perſons, who were under a Vow, as well as himſelf, and puri- 
fy'd himſelf with them, according to the Law of Moſes, and 
made his Offerings in the Temple. Now, as St. Parl pleads for 
himſelf, — They neit ber found him in the Temple, diſputing with 
any Man, neither ſtirring up the People either in ths Synagogue, 
er in the City, Acts 24, 12. Hitherto then, St. Paul was ve- 
ry peaceable, Well, but — certain Jews from Aſia found hini 
In the Temple: — And tho? they found him there without ei- 
ther Multitude or Tumult, as he alledges, yet, upon a groſs Mi- 
itake of their own, they cry out againſt him, as a Deſerter of 
their Law; one who had brought Greeks into the Temple, and 
had profan'd that Holy Place. This Cry ſoon rais'd the Mob 
won him, and he had been torn in Pieces by them, had not Ly- 
fas, the chief Captain or Governor of the Caſtle, been inform d, 
that all Ferrſalem was in an Uproar Which News made him, 
who was well acquainted with the ſeditious Humour of the 
Jews, draw down a Fody of Soldiers with him, who eafily diſ- 
perſing the Rabble, reſcu'd the Apoſtle from their Madneſs. Ly- 
Far was no Civil Maxiſtrate, nor did he take upon him the Of- 

nice of one; but he was the chief Commander of that Garriſon 
which was left at Feriſalem, to keep the factious Multitude 
quiet. He was a Military-mang a Man of Courage and Reſolu- 
tion, fit to deal with ſo perverſe a People; and it was by Force, 
and not h lying the Law before them, that he over-aw'd the 
Rabble; and therefore they left beating Rui, when they ſaw 
e chief Captain coming d n upon them. 1 

Now, it was not at all ftrange, that a rotgh-hewn Soldier, 
when he heard ſuch violent Outeries againſt one whom he him- 
ſelf had no Knowledge of, and for he knew not what, ſhoul(, 
without much examining the Matter, conclude, that a Man fo . 
keudly condemn'd by the united Votes of ſuch a Multitude, 
mult nzeds be ſome very dangerous Perſon ; and therefore oughr 
to be laid hold on, and fecur*'d, But the chief Captain would 
not be the Executioner of the Fury of the Rabble, nor would 
ze depend upon their Qutcries, but reſolv'd to extort a Confeſ- 
ſion from the Priſoner hanfelf ; therefore he order'd him to be 
bound with Thongs, deſigning to have him ſcourg'd 'till he 
confels'd what his Crimes were. And this was no more than 
what any Officer, Civil or Military, might do, for the Detecti- 
on of luch as had no Right to the Liberties of Rome; but bind- 
z, and whipping, and crucifying, were look'd upon as ſetvile 
Puniſhments, ſuntable enough to conguer'd Slaves, but ſuch as 
the Mjeſty of Roms ceuld not admit of to be inflicted upon 
their 


— 
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their Citizens, *till they had firſt paſs'd a fair Tryal, and been 
found guilty before a competent Judge. That being once don», a 
Roman was as liable ro thoſe kind of Puniſhments, as anorher. 
His Guilt forfeited his Liberties, and Nome vindicated her own 
Honour, by taking off ſuch rotten Members by the ſevereſt 
Methods of — | 
Our Apoſtle was thus far unknown to the chief Captain; but 
when he once aſk'd the Queſtion, — I it lawful for you to 
ſcourge one that i Roman, and umcondemm d? — That Que- 
ſtion ſtartl'd the Officers, who were ſo buſy to bind him. This 
indeed was a very proper Queſtion to an inferior Magiſtrate or 
Commander; but this Queſtion would have been impertinent and 
ridiculous enough, had it been made to Nero, the then Emperor 
of Rome. When St, Paul had declar'd himſelf a Roman, the 
chief Captain eaſily acknowledg'd the Error he had almoſt been 
guilty of. He gives St. Pi leave to vindicate himſelf before 
the Fewiſh Council; and when he underſtood how they had con- 
ſpir'd to murder him, as he ſhould be brought down to the 
ouncil again, the Captain took Care of his Safety, and fent 
him to Ceſarea, to Felix, the Governor of Juden, and his Si- 
rior ; partly to elude the Conſpiracy of the ers againſt his 
$ Like and partly to leave the Matter to him, wha, being Cz- 
Jar's Deputy in Civil Affairs, might know better than a Sword- 
= AM: what was fit to be done in the Caſe, 
Xx Felix us'd St. Pl civilly, and only wanted a Bribe to have 
releas'd him; but failing of his Hopes, he left him to Fu, 
bn Succeſſor in that Government. Feſtzu being importun'd by 
the Jews, and it may be ignorant of their villainous Intentions 
towards the Apoſtle, propos'd his going up to Feruſalem, to be 
judg'd there: But Sr. Paul, ſenſible of the Danger of ſuch a 
fourney, and mov'd by that ſacred Spirit who never deſerte{l 
his faithful Servants in their Extremities, and who had defign'd 
him for greater Tryals than he had ever yet gone thro', an- 
Rivers withall Meekneſs of Wiſdom, — I ſtand at Czſar's Fudg- 
3 ment-Seat, where I ought to be jude'd. To the Jews have I done 
10 Wrong, as thou very well knoweſt ; for if I have been an Ofen- 
der, or comprces any Thing worthy of Death, I refuſe not 
0 die; i. e, I plead no Priviledge more than others, if I'm 
prov'd a Criminal, Bug if there he none of theſe Things where- 
of accuſe me, I claim the Priviledge of a Roman Citizen. 
No Man may deliver me up to the Jews, who. are my Enemies, 
without Cauſe, 'I appeal unto Czfar, — With Reſpe& to 
which Appeal, we mult enquire, 8 
I. What the preſent Government of Rome was ? 
„ 2. What the Priviledges of a Roman Citizen were in the pre- 
{-or Caſe 2 Tp 1 EE ; 
3- Where St. au, as le was a Roman, lodg'1 bis Appeal 1 
OW. 
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4. How far St. Paul's Plea and Appeal was an Oppoſition to 
the higher Power ? | 

1. We are toenquire, What the Government of Rome then 
was, when our Apoſile appeal from Feſtus to Cæſar? For when 
Men talk of nothing but the Koman State, the Roman State, in 
a Dif. ourſe concerning St. Paul's Behaviour to the Civil Magi- 
ſtrate, it looks as if they wovul! have the World believe, that 
the Roman Government was ſtill the ſame as it had been for- 
merly, when it was a free State, as they calld it, or a Com- 
mon-wealt h, when really it was nothing leſs, The Roman Go- 
vernment was monarchical at firſt, but upon the Expulſion of the 
Tarquins, they form'd themſelves into a Kind of Republick, but 
always unquier, and frequently varying, But how much ſoe- 
ver they pretended to hate the Name of a King, in all their Dif- 
ficflties, whether in Peace or in War, they were fain to fly to 
a Magiſtrate, more abſolute and arbitrary than ever the moſt 
tyrannical of their Kings had been, whom they call'd a Dicka- 
20 r. This DiGator was not choſen by the People, but by the 
Then Conſuls, No ſooner was he choſen, but immediately all 
their Laws were ſilent ; all their Courts of Judicature ceas'd I; 
all other Magiſtrates were actually out of Power; the Law 
proceeded only out of their Mouths ; and from the Determina- 
tion of the Dickator, in any Cale, there was no Appeal. It's 
true, theſe Dictators were choſen bur for fix Months ; but had 
not they laid down their Power modeſtly at the End of the fix 
Menths, as generally they did, or ſometimes [ooner; as they did 
ſlometimes when the Butineſs was done for which they were 
chofen, they might eafily have turn'd the Common-wealth into 
an arbitrary Monarchy, when they were in the Head of an Ar- 
my, and uncontrol able, as they found when Cornelius Sylta 3% 
made himſelf perpetual DiFator, and conſequently ablolute and 
perpetual Lord of the Lives and Fortunes of every Roman Sub- 
ject or Citizen. Sylla, indeed, laid down his Power in a little 
Time as boldly as he had taken jt upp; but after the Death of 
the Great Pmpey, and his two elder Sons, Julius Ceſar erected 
Tae Roman State into a Aonarchy again, and made himſelf in 
Effect their perpetual Dickator. 

After the Death of Fuliw Ceſar, and a Triumvirate of no 
very long Continuance, when Auguſlus Ceſar took the Govern- 3 
ment upon him, the &nate, indeed, very obſequioultly off-r'd him 
the perpetual Dictatorſbip, which he as politickly refus'd, He 
flatter'd the Senate with ſome little Shews of Liberty, and 
ſeem'd to defer much to the Senate; but really took all the 
Power into his own Hand, govern'd in the Ditatorian Way, 
and made them feel, that he, and he alone, was their uncontrol- 
able Lord and Maſter. Tiberius, his next Succeſſor, wheadl'd the 


Senate a little too at firſt, but ſoon let them and the whole 2 4 
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know their Driver. The Name of Ceſar, and Aursuſtus, and Em- 
Peror, began then to ſound greater than that of King had ever 


„„en one. The Senate grew like one of CromwelPs Parliaments, 
len or the preſent Parliament of Paris, and were only the Inſtru- 
in ments of Ce/ar's Pleaſure, The Romans grew every Day more 


and more Slaves under Caligula aud Claudius; and Nero, to 
hom St. End appeal'd in the Text, was far from bating any 
WT hing of the Arbitrarineſs of his Predeceſſors He was fo far 
rom regarding the Priviledges of Roman Citizens, that no Pre- 
Fences of Law could protect them from his Diſpleaſure: Nor, 
indeed, was there any Law valid at Rome, or thro' the Roman 
Emir, but as it proceeded out of his Month, or was approv'd, 
For at leaſt conniv'd at, and permitted to take Place by his o- 
pen or tacit Conſent. The Roman Government continu'd thus 
XZ deſpotick and arbitrary as long as their Empire ſtood : The 
XJ Chriſtim Emperors were as arbitrary as any of their Heathen 
Predeceſſors. And the Chriſtians of thoſe Days, however the 
good Men came to be fo itrangely miſtaken, as nor having 
been bleſs'd with the unparallel'd Writings of the Jachiavels, 
Knox's, Marianaes, Bellarmines, Buchanaus, Miltons, Sidneys, 
Locks, or the wonderful Author of th: Rights, &, Thoſe 
Chriſtians innacently concluded, that the Power cf the Ne- 
roes, the Domitians, the Decius, the Diocleſians, the Maxi- 
= mines, the Fulians, were deriv'd only from God. That they 
I were ſuperior to all Perſons next and immediately under God; and 
they, not being ſo well taught as the Patriots of our Age, fan- 
= cy'd that they imitated their Great Maſter, and his Apoſtles ; 
& when, for their Maſter's Sake, they wefe led as Sheep to the 
Slaughter, and never made any Oppoſition at all, either ro the 
Roman Emperor as ſupream, or to thoſe wha were geputed by, 
or in any Authority under him. 

The Pretors in the Roman Empire, the Proconſuls, the Pro- 
eurators; the tributary Princes, might give Laws to thoſe under 
their Care, in emergent Difficulties, but they were of no Force 
till confirm'd by the Emperor's Approbation. Every Imperial 
Keſcript had the Force of a Law, and was look*d.upon as ſa- 

# cred and inviolable, whether it agreed with the ancient Roman 
wm Laws, or not. The Governors, the Preſidents, the Procurators, 
rn- the Military Commanders, the Pretors, the Proconſuls, all de- 
Tiv*d their Powers from the Imperial Commiſſion, Where the 


1 = £mperor commanded Death, or Baniſbment, or Confiſcation of 
and Goods, or Impriſonment; whether they order any to die by 
the W {courging, or beheading, or erucifying; the pretended Pi ivi- 
87 ledges of a Roman Citizen were of no Significan- 

ro. £7 2gzinft the Imperial Sentence: Life an! NIA tun 
the Death was in the Hands of Czfar, and his Will O. 
rie was a Living Law, 


owl Every 
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Every inferior Governor had a Court of Juſtice, where he Ter 
diſpens'd Juſtice publickly, according to the, written Roman WF bec; 
Laws, unſeſs the Emperors thought fit to We py of them / Stat 
in a particular Place or Caſe,or repeal d them altogether by his the 
own Keſcript. The Provincial Tribunal was call'd, Czlar's the! 

on 


Fudgment-Seat, which. Herod the Great, fix'd at Ceſarea, for 
the Uſe of the Jewiſh Nation wing he was Ring of. Fudea: © enjc 
The Governor fitting there, had the Power of HR and Death MF man 
| on all ordinary Occaſions ; this was call'd, Ca 75 igmeut- ove 
| Seat, as our Courts of Judicature are call'd, The King's Courts, pla 
1 becauſe the Judge repreſents the King's E. nd our Kings niet 
| in former Days, frequently ſat there, and heard their Subjects 
1 SQauauſes themſelves. The Julg determine all Cauſes in the vile 
1 King's Name, by Virtue 0 he Fes Commiſſio? Lang joey 2 thi: 
l to the King's Laws, The, Subjects of England, have Liberty to $30 

| appeal from any inferior Court, in particular Caſes, to the 
| GSrereign himſelf, in his Courts at Weſtminſter, ot to the Houſe Em 
: of Tord where the King himſelf is always ſuppos'd to be'yir- Kos 
12 preſent in a true, legal, Engliſh Parliament, : Out of that | 
Houſe, the Svereign appoints ſuch Commiſſioners as he thinks ly 
| fit, to try any Peer in a Cipital Caſe, As our inferior Courts 
1 are now, ſuch were the Courts of inferior Ronan Governors in 


St, Paul's Time: Nay, and from the higheſt Courts there, e- mi 
very Roman Citizen unjuſtly. proſecuted, had an old legal Right 1 
to appeal to the ſupream Power, which lay only in Caſar; who, in 
how. corrupt ſcever his inferior Officers might be, was ever we 
look'd on as a ſacred Perſon, and one above all Temptatio ns W! 
to Injuſtice or Partialiy. | u 324 . the 

2. We are to enquite, what the Priviledge of a Roman Citi- IS 
zen was, in ſuch a Caſe as that our Ale was now in? Now, age 
if we conſider the Priviledges of a Roman Citizen in general, vel 
they ſeem to anſwer] :be Priviledges the Burghers in the Uni- bin 
227 Provinces ; or ſuch as are nwuraliz'd, in England. Our but 
Lzw-Books give us an Account of Endenization, .w 2 I a W. 
Stranger or Foreigner almoſt all thoſe Advantages which our Ro 
own Country- men can pretend to by theirBirth,; But Natural i- hat 
n goes farther, and make them our Equals in all Reſpects; led 
thoſe who are naturaliz d are to be protected and try'd, to pur- fro 
chaſe and to inherit, to be ſav'd and condemn i by the ſame Laws mi 
as other Engliſt-men are. But the Pyiviledges of a Citizen of Int 
Rome, went farther yet; and, as a Free-man of London, by fai 
Virtue of his Freedom, has ſeveral Priviledges in other Parts ob] 
of England, which the Free-men of other Tawns and Cities ly, 
cannot pretend to in London; ſo he, who was a. free Citizen La 
of Rome, had divers Priviledges thro*;the. whole Extent of the tio 
mighty Roman Empire, which other Sulijects had no Claim to. the 


Theſe Franchiſes were gotten at Rome at firſt, upon as ſevere 
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Terms as our .- here get their Freedom. When Nome 
* 


became power 


and by little and little reduc'd all the perty 


States and Governments in Italy, that they might make them 
the more quiet and eaſy under the Atms of their Conquerors, 
they made ſeveral wore Men among them, free Citizens o 


Rome, and Partakers o 


all the ſame Advantages which thoſe 


enjoy'd, who were born and had ſerv'd in the City. The Ko- 
mans took the ſame Courſe when they ſpread their Conqueſts 
over diſtant and different Parts of the World, and while they 
planted Colonies of their own in all their Conqueſts the Colo- 
nies which were ſent; were ſtill look'd upon as Members o 

the Mother-City ; andas ſuch who had a Right to all the Pri- 
viledges which the free Men of Rome had any Claim to. By 


this 


ans, the Number of the Roman Citizens grew ſo prodi- 


piouſly numerous, in their general Cenſw of the Empire; the 
ame of a Romain grew venerable among the Subjects of other 
Empires; and other great Monarchs, tho' at Enmity with the 
omans, would ſometimes protect a Stranger, who was a Citi- 
„out of that Reſpect they bote to the Grandeur and Maje- 
ity of Rome. All the moſt ſubſtantial Inhabitants of the con- 
quer'd Countries, came to have their Intereſts ſo complicated 
with thoſe of Rome, that the Enemies of Rome, became Ene- 


mies of Courſe to all the Roman 7 
The particular Priviledge which be 


4 | ong*d to a Roman Citizen, 
in the preſent Caſe, was, That he might not as others, who. 
were Subjects at large, be brought to accuſe himſelf by any 


Whipping or Beating ;, as an Engliſþ-man is not to be pur upon 


che Rack to make him confeſs, where the Evidence againſt him 


is not ſufficient to convict him; where the foreign Evidence 


bind,or ſcourge, or behead,or erucify a 


againſt him was clear and decifive, he might ſuffer where · e- 
ver he was taken; but no Governor 15 aCity or Province, might 

oman Citizen uncondemn'd ; 
but if any ſuch Governor offer d to puniſh him in any ſuch illegal 
Way, the Priſoner might have appeal'd, in former Days, to 
Rome ; where the People, while they were a Common-wealth, 


had a mighty Intereſt in the Government. And this Privi- 
ledge was not only n but Hereditary, and deſcended 


from the Father to 


2M t. s Children. But this Priviledge funk 
-& mightily in its Value, when the Roman State was converted 
into a Monarchy, For the Emperors, tho' ſome of them made 


fair Weather with the People, and the Senate, and paſs'd very 
obliging Complements upon them, yet they govern'd arbitrari- 
Iy, and regarded neither Senate, nor People, nor their written 
Laws, any farther than might ſerve a Turn, or upon ſome par- 
ticular Occafion. Nay, . thoſe deputed by the Emperors, 


their Provincial Governors, had the written Laws no more in 


Veneration, than their Maſters had; whence Galba, 


when he 
govern'd 


— 
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govern'd Spain, and one was brought before him, who, - being a 
Guardian to ſome Orphan, had conſum'd the Eſtate of his Ward; - 
vi. Sueton in he, order d him only to be Dang d on a Croſs more 
Gatia lofty than the other Criminals, and with more: Cir- 
| : cumſtances of Scorn and Contempt, when he plead- 
ed the Priviledge of a Roman Citizen. We find, indeed, that 
Pliny the younger, in the Reign of Trajan, order'd ſeveral to be 
fent to Rome, who, being accus'd as Chriſtians, had, as the 
; Apoſtle in the Text, claim'd the Priviledge of 
Pliny, Lib. 10. Roman Citizens, and deſir'd that they might be 


Ep. 97. heard by the Emperor himſelf, tho' a known 


Proſecutor of their Religion ; and this he did 
anly out of a Complement to his Maſter, and that Nome 
might ſeem to have recover*d ſame of her former Liberty un- 
der the Government of ſo Great a Prince. | 

But little did this Priviledge we have been ſpeaking of, ſig- 


nify in ſuch a Reign as that of Nero : Yet whatever Weight it 


might have, St. Paul, who knew the Malice of the Jews a- 
gainſt him, was directed by the Spirit, to enter his Plea as a 
Citizen of Rome ; which the Governor, tho? he pretended to 
favour the Jews, was, in all Probability, well enongh pleas\1 
with, and was glad to avoid the Odium of having puniſh'd an 
an innocent Man, merely upon the Inſtigation of a ſtubborn, 
and of a factions People. 

We find indeed, that even during the Reign of the Roman 
People, ſome of their Magiſtrates would break in upon the Pri- 
vileges of their Citizens, as Ferret particularly, when he was 
Pator of Sicily; ani then eloquent Cicero might rant with 

his Valerian, Porcian, and Sempronian Laws a- 

Aftio'in gainſt any who ſhould dare to bind, to whip, or 

Verrem. 5. to crucify a Roman Citizen, on his own Head. 

But had Cicero pleaded any ſuch Thing in his 
own behalf, and exerted all the Nerves of his Eloquence, un- 
der the deſpotick Government of the (æſars, it would have ſig- 
nify*d no more than it did in the Days of Maris and Sylla, 
and it would rather have exaſperated, So allay'd the Fury of 
ſuch a Fuſticiary as Nero, the preſent Emperor, was. | 

We are now to enquire where the Apoſtle, on this great 
Occaſion, !odg'd his Appeal. For if the Apoſtle, at this Time, 
had the Spirit of Liberty upon him, and thought that thoſe 
Laws which were made for the Security and Guard of it, were not 
to be diſpens'd with at the Pleaſure of theſe whoſe Buſmeſs it 


Pac to executethem, — he would certainly act ſo as might 


be a ftanding Example for all Chriſtian Subjects afterwards to 
act by. Now, here it's plain, that St, Par! did not lodge his 
Appeal with the Body of the Roman Citizens, nor with the 
Senate as their Repreſentatives, No, the Apoſtle 8 
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better Things ; and knew,that the beſt of Roman Emperors would 
have lookd on ſuch an Appeal to them, as no better than Trea- 
on. All Power lay now in Ceſar's Hand, as in its proper Cen- 
tre; and all inferior Officers, whether 4. titary or Civil, were 
but his Subſtitutes and Servants. All the Majeſty of the Roman 
People; all that Authority they had committed to their Tri- 
Funes of both Kinds, to their Queſtors, their Ediles, their Pre- 
For, their Conſuls, their Dictators, were now devolvd upon 
the Perſon of their Sovereign Monarch ; and none could bear a- 
ny of thoſe Offices, nor any Court of Juſtice meet or act for the 
Relief of the People? but as they were licens'd and commiſſi- 


ond by Ceſar. Nay, thay Liberty which the veſtal Virgins 


had bad formerly, to ſave the Lives of any whom they met 
X with going to Execution, was now, without Cæſar's Leave 
impertinent and impracticable. 
Now, ſuch a Priviledge as might have exempted a Citizen 
from the Sentence of any Roman Court of Fudicature, would have 
been a Priviledge to ſome Purpoſe, If a Citizen, falſely accus*d, 
might have appeal'd to the Court of Parthia, to any Indian 
Prince, or to any Dyer of that Part of Germany, which had not 
yet felt the Roman Arms, and ſo might have eſcap'd the Sen- 
tence cf the Roman Emperor, doubtleſs it would have ſavour'd 
much of modern Liberty. But St. Paul's Buſineſs at preſent, was, 
only to baffle the Malice of the Jews, not the Juſtice of the Law. 
Ik he had been guilty of any capital Crime, fo as to have de- 

ſerv'd Death, or if Ceſar had determin'd he ſhould die, it was all 


3 one to him, whether he had ſuffer'd under Lyfas by martial Law, 


or under Felix or Feſtu by the civil Law, or by the Sentence of 
Ceſar ; but to be run down by Noiſe and Faction, to be wor- 
ry'd to Death by their Violence, who had no executive or le- 
giflative Power at all in their Hands; or tobe facrific'd by ſuch 
as were lawful Magiſtrates, to the crafty and inveterate Malice 
of a miſguided Multitude, without being guilty of any Offence, 
either againſt the Temple of the Jews, or againſt their Law, or 
againſt Ceſar, was altogether barbarous and unreaſonable. 

It was, there fore, a Suggeſtion of the Spirit of God toour Apoſtle, 
that he ſhould appeal to Ceſar ; that he appeal'd not to any in- 
ferior Power, but to him who was above all, who had none in 
all his Dominions co-ordinate with himſelf, nor any ſuperior, 
but God only, — Tftand at Czſar's Fudgment-Seat, where I ought 
zo be judg'd, ſays he. I appeal unte Cæſar.— His Appeal be- 
ing lodg'd with Cæſar, Feſtus could neither puniſh him himſelf, 
nor deliver him into the Hands of the Jews, but he was obligd 
to 8 the Appellant from all illegal Violence, at the Peril 
of his own Head. Nay, tho' St. Paul's Innocence was notori- 
ovs, yet Fiſtus could not ſafejy ſes him at Liberty, as appears ly 
the Words of Aing Arita — _ Man might have beeu 7 
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Liberty, if he had not appeal d unto Cæſar, Ad 26. 32. So that 
St. Paul's Appeal was lodg'd with Cafar only; he refer'd him- 
ſelf to Cæſar's 4 The laſt Reſort in all doubtful Caſes, 
was to be to the higheſt Power; and by the Power and Juſtice 
of Cæſar, as the higheſt Power, out Apoſtle was reſolv*d to ſand 
or fall. Whence we come to ſee, | 
4 How far St. Paul's Plea and Appeal was an Oppoſition to the 
fuppos'd illegal Proceedings of the hightr Powers? St. Paul, in 
Langer of being aſſaſſinated by the Jews, and not knowing how 
eir Importunity might prevail with a Governor newly 
come to the Place, challenges the Priviledge of a Roman Citizen, 
7. e. not to be dealt with contrary to Law, not to be given up 
eo the Fury of unreaſonable Men, but to be reſerv'd to the Hear- 
ing of Auguſtus : Which is as if a Citizen of Sevill or Toledo, 
coming upon his own Buſineſs to Lifte, ſhould be inſulted by 
the Mob, as if he were ſome very dangerous Perſon ; but the 
Commander of the Cittadel, with ſome Troops, ſhould diſperſe 
the Rabble, reſcue the Priſoner from their Violence, yet offer 
to rack him, if he would not confeſs what Crime he had com- 
mitted, which ſhould fo far have irritated the Multitude againſt 
Him ; bur he eee to be a Spahiarf, born at Sevill 


or Toledo, and that a Spaniard ought not to be put to the Rack, 
and that he came to 7 on his lawful Occaſions: Upon 
this, the Commander of the Cittadel ſends him away to In- 
felt, to the Govetnor-General of the Netherlaudt, as having 
himſelf no Cognizance of ſuch Caſes, and not knowing what 
to make of the Allegations of his Accuſets, Thoſe of ill hear- 
ing of the Commander's Deſign, enter into a Conſpiracy to 
murder the Priſoner before he ſhall reach Bruſſels, but are diſ- 
appointed by the Time of his parting from Liſe, and the Strength 
of his Convoy. Some leading Men of Liſle follow the Priſoner 
to Bruſſels, and are as clamozous againſt him before the Gover- 
nor, as they were before the Military Commander ; They de- 
fire he may be try'd at Liſle, 1 . 4 for another Opportunity to 
aſſaſſinate him by the Way. IT vernor weary'd out with 
their Noiſe, and ignorant of their treacherous Intentions, in- 
clines to gratify them. But the Priſoner alledges, he's a na- 
tive Spaniard ; he claims the Priviledge of a 1 14 he 
flands at Bruſſels before the Tribunal of his lawful Sovereign; 
he has done no Injury to the People of Liſle ; he's no Treſpaſſer 
againſt the Laws of Spain; he appeals to his Sovereign in his 
Court at Madrid, whither he's remitted accordingly. And 
what Appearance is there in all this, of any Oppoſition to the 
* Proceedings of the higher Powers ? 2 
Nero was the Ceſar to whom St. Prul made his Appeal. The 
Character of Nero is well known; and few appear blacker or 
greater Tyrants in Hiſtory, than he. He's the firſt 1 
| ince 
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Prince we hear of, who rais d any Perſecution againft the 
Chinch of Chriſt. His Extravagancies and Cruelties were fuch 
as made the whole Roman Empire groan under them; and they 
plotted and arm'd againſt him ſo long, till they forc'd him to 
ay violent Hands upon himſelf, to avoid their Fury, The 
Sentence of the Senate againſt him, was a meer Wenne 
2 ſhewing of their Teeth, where they could not bite; they 
were the military Fen who frighted Nero out of his Life; and 
gave Rome a new Emperor, without expecting the Pleaſure of 
the Senate. But among all thoſe who endeavour'd to rid 
of this arbitrary Tyrant, as nor anſwering the Ends of Govern- 
1, we hear of no Chriſtian. St. Paul knew Nero's Inju- 
ſtice now, he felt it afterwards ; yet he appeaPd to him, and 
hoſe rather to ſtand to his Judgment, either to that of 
he Jewiſh Council, or the Roman People, or their Senate, or any of 
ole factious Patriots who pretended a mighty Zeal for the Li- 
erties of the People. And this Action of St. Paul may ſerye to 
explain his Meaning, when he commands, Rom. 13. 1. Every 
Soul to be ſubj ect to the higher Powers ; which he does, not be- 
auſe they were good or bad Men, juſt or unjuſt in diſcharging 
hei r Duties, but becauſe they were 014ain'd of · God. He w 
ad made David, a Man after God's own Heart King of all Iſrael, 
made Feroboam,the Man who taught Hrael to fin, King over the 
evolted Tribes, He whomade Fofiah King of Judab, had made 
is Father Amon ſo before him. He who anointed Cyrus King 
ff Perfia, made the barbarous Cambyſes his Succeflor. He who 
ade Au , Veſpaſian, Trajan, the Autonines, Alexander, 
ever, Conſtantine, Ibeodoſſiu, firſt and ſecond Emperors, of 
dome; rais d Caligula, Nero, Domitian, Commodus, Maximin, Dio- 
gan, ul an, Phocas, Monſters of Men, to the ſame Dignity. 
And indeed, let thoſe who are our lawful and rightful Go- 
ernorr, be or bad, as to their perfonal Qualifications, 
hey are not Terrors to good Works, but to the evil; for, who can 
arm ws, if we be Doers of that which # good? is St. Peter's 
pueſtion, But the worſt of Princes will be ftill a Terror to 
il Doers. For, tho* ſome vicious Perfons may be Favou- 
tes to a lawful Prince, who governs tyrannically ; yet there 
ever was ſuch a Tyrant in the World, whe did not, by his 
ws, and by the Miniſtry of his Subſſitutes, bring abundance 
real Malefa&ors to condign Puniſhment ; and their very Fa- 
rites, tho' in the Boſoms of their Maſters, are in as dange- 
$ a Condition, as the worſt of Men are under the heft of Go- 
ors, Row, therefore, we ought to behave our ſelves under 
e worſt of Governors, St. Paul teaches us by his own Ex- 
ple; for he, under the immediate Conduct of the Holy 
pIrit, appeal'd to Nero Cefar, as wicked as he was, which he 
ould never have done, had it not been juſt and agreeable ro the 
Hof God. $ Where 
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"Where any Wrong is offer'd by an inferior Magiſtrate, to lay 
Claim to any ,Priviledge granted by the higher Powers,can ne- 
ver look like Oppoſition to thoſe higher Powers who granted it. 


5 

( 

St. Peter * all Chriſtians to be ſulject to every human Or. 
dinance, whether it be to the King, as ſupream; -— and wb 1 
h 

b 


ith 


Le has by himſelf ordain'd for Law; —— or 10 Governors, a 
thoſe who are ſent by him ; and to what they determine to be 
Law, and has been approv'd of by the King. But the Bibel 


Power only is that to which an Appeal lies in particular Caſes -, 
and from which there is no Appeal at all: And the Mai ” 
who appeals in ſuch Caſes, where an Appeal lies, does not op - 
poſe, but ſubmits himſelf to the ſupream Authority, by ſo ap N 

ealing. | 4 

4 The Roman Senate, with Conſent of the Prople, whom the h 
repreſented, had formerly given to ſuch as were 2 Citizens q — 
Rome, an Exemption from ſuch and ſuch Puniſhmenrs in par th 
ticular Caſes ; if any provincial or inferior Governors over = 
look'd that Priviledge, the Perſon aggriev'd might appeal i hi 6. 
the Roman Senate, as the then higheſt Powers. When th: : % 
Romn Government was chang'd into a Monarchy again, tho for 
Priviledges formerly granted by the Senate, were of no Foro , — 
but as they were confirm'd by their Emperors 3 and on fan tak 
Breach of thoſe ancient Priviledges, whether confirm'd or na h . 
but left it in Suſpenſe, the Appal lay to Cæſar, as the higho ly 7. 
Power, Now, if I, taken up by a Military Ottcer, and like t £ in 
be puniſh*d by him, appeal to the civil, provincial Magiſtrat — 
and from him, as Occation offers, to the Sovereign; the greate F : 
Tyrant in the World would call this, not oppoſing, but a Goſ; 
ferting his Power. I know my Prince's general Wall by hy 2 7 
Laws, and I have no other Means to know it; his Laws d 45.4 
ect me in ſuh and fuch Caſes to appeal to him, and to abi Has .> 
by his Sentence. To appeal then to his Sentence, can never —— | 
accounted reſiſting ot oppoſing his Will in Defence of my ov 7 l 


Priviledges. A Free-man of London, laid in the Compter A | 
Debt, and removing himſelf by Duci to Ludgate, is not though 
guilty of an A of Rebellion for ſo doing. An Engliſ- m Ou b 
tw in the North or Weſt Country, and removing his Cauſe ; 
the Ang*s-Bench in Weſtminſter, or into the Houſe of Lon 
where the Sovereign is always ſuppos'd virtually prefer 
was never yet thought guilty of Sedition: And the three Eſta 
in our Parliament, and the Sovereign himſelf, would thin 
very ridiculous, ſhoull an Arpeal to Laws of their own a 
King, be call'd Reſiſtance of the higher Powers. | 
Nor does it appear, that if Lyſtas the chief Captain at I 
ruſalem, 0: Felix or Feſtus, the ſucceſſive Governors of Full 
would, without any Regard to the Priviledge of a Roman ( 
zen, have hound him, or ſcourg'd him, or cructfy'd him, 
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iy to pleaſe the Jews, that St. Paul would have made a | 
| tha to their Procedure. St. Pau! ha. appeal d to Sur the 
Ceſar had forbidden Feſtus to have receiv'd any ſuch Appeal; or 
if the Governor, out of particular Pique to rhe Priſoner, would 
have run the Riſk of Cifar's Diſpleaſure; or if Ceſar himſelf 
had rejected his Appeal, it does nor appear, that St. Pau} would 
have revil'd any of them for their Injuitice ; that he would have 
be broken Priſon, or taken up Arms, or haveſtirr'd up the Multitude 
bet againſt any of them. When the Roman Tax-Gatherers 11k*d St. N- 
(es, ter if hu Maſter did nit pay Tribute, tho his Maſter pleaded Ex- 
Man? emption from Tribute, as being free; yet, leſt he ſhould offend, he 
01498 enabl'd the Diſciple by a Miracle to diſcharge their Demand. 
ag When St. Paul was apprehended by the Magiſtrates at Philippi, 
and beaten by their Order, and ſet in the Stocks in the inner Pi- 
ſon, it happen'd the Spirit of Liberty was not upon him. He 
never pleaded Priviledge againſt the Execution of their Orders, 
tho? it appears plainly, that th: Magiſtrates would not have 
treated him as 8 if they had known he had been a No- 


ealt man, What he told them afrerwards, was but a friendly Cau- 
1 t tion for the future, and a very ſmall Satufaction was accepted 
tho, for the unknown Injury. But St. Pu was fo far from oppoſing 


the Authority of the Magiſtrates of Philippi, that he would nor 
take Advantage of the miraculous looſing his Fetters, and the 
Tr no opening of the Priſon-doors, only that he might reach all Chri- 


big he jans, that no Advantage whatſoever ought to be taken by them 
like againſt the juſt Power either of the ſubordinate, or of the ſu- 
iſtrat pream Magiſtrate, From what has been ſaid, it's plain, 

reate 


| 1. That our Apoſtle never encourag'd any Preacher of the 
but 22 Goſpel, by his Example, to preach up the Lawfulneſs of oppo- 
by my ſing lawſul Magittrates upon Account of their Male- Adminiftra- 
ws ion, or to ſet up the People either as the Originals of Power, or 
as proper Judges of any Infringement of ſuch Priviledges, as they 
ever may pretend to. For ſince Subjects are generally very much di- 
ny ou vided in their Opinions of thoſe Matters, and it may be the 
ipter 3 wetter and the wiſer Part juſtify and approve of the Sovereign's 


thong Management, while the meaner and leſs intelligent Part, cry 
liſ- m out againſt it. "Thoſe who perſwade the People, that they are 
Caule competent Judges in the Matter, blow the Trumpet of civil War 
F Lon from that Pulpir, from whence St. Paul, and all true Chriſtians, 
preſeiſſi ancient and modern, would only have i the Goſpel of Race. 

ee Eſt 2. It's plain, that the Roman Emperors were above all Laws; 


1 thim 


and our Apoſtle appealing to one of the worſt of thoſe Emperors, 
Own i 


unanſwerably proves, that when he commanded Timothy to put 

hriftians in Mind to be ſubjet to Principatities and Powers, he 
in at nant, that they ſhould. be lo, not only to the Good and Gentle, 
of TY ut alſo to the Froward. It's plain too, that St. Pl, by his 
roman A ppcal, fer Nero alovgę the Roman Laws: Ca ſar had unqueſti- 
him, onably 
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he have told them, that thoſe would prove themſelves Men off 
brave Souls and very good Chriſtians, who ſhould endeavour 
ö £0 


16 A SERMON preach'd on | : 
onably the executive Power in his own Hand: St. aui hadclaim'd rc 
the Priviledge of a Koman Citizen, but his Appeal was to Cæſar, fe 
in whoſe Power alone it was to allow, or to reſcind that Privi- C: 
; for whether Ce/ar had allaw'd his Plea or not, there was 
no farther Appeal in the Caſe. And indeed, where ever the ſia- Tt 
pream Power is lodg'd in any Government, that * Power pre 
A, and always muſt be above all human Laws whatſoever ; and 1. 
yet the contrary Notion is commonly ſer up, only = Fools, 151 


and to amuſe the Inconſiderate. No Power can repeal any Law 
now in being, but an equal Power to that which firſt made it a 


Law; but thePowerwhich makes and 1 be above that ¶ mei 
Law fo made, and ſo repeal d. Thus whatever Law our preſent ¶ juſt 
Sozereign ſhall paſs in this Seſſion of Parliament, the may repea! us, 
in the next. Nay, tho' her Majelily in Parliament ſhould de- hay 
termine, that ſuch an Act in ſuch a particular Caſe, ſhould ne- 4 
ver be any Precedent for, the future, yet, in the very next Parli- can 
ament, it may be made a Precedent forall that; as in Straford's = 
and Fenwick's Caſe. Murder and Treaſon are capital Crimes by St. 
the Laws of this Kingdom; and where Judges underſtand or re- En 
gard their Duties, the Sentence of Death always follows a legal ¶ ſolu 
Proof of their Guilt ; yet thoſe who talk loudeſt of the Law's [ 
being above Princes, will:be glad of a Pardon, in Caſe they are Y 1 


found guilty of either, and will plead the Validity of the Great 
Seal, againſt the Juſtice and Severity of the moſt reaſonable Sta- 
tute. that ever was made; and the cavilling Fops will be di- 
ſtinguiſhing between the Legiflative and Executive Powers, as 
if they were not both in the ſame Hands, yet, according to 
their own Principles, the Executive mult be the ſupream Power, 
becauſe they don't ſue to what they call the Legiſlative, but 
to tlie 2 for a — 1 f 5 
3. It appears from hence, that: N y aggriev'd. Part 
* 2 % rare Judge whether the higher — cherocch 
upon his Priviledges or not. St. Paul, by aſking that Queſtion, T; 
it lawful for you to ſcourge a Roman, and uncondemn'd ? only 
.propoles a. Cueſtion in Law to thoſe who were appointed to ex- 
amine him. Had they anſwer'd affirmatively, that it was law- 
Ful, whole Opinion would have weigh'd moſt, St. Nuul's, os 
theirs? When St. Pau! ſent Word to the Magiſtrates of Philip- 
pi, that they had treſpaſs'd upon the Roman Laws, in beatin 
and jmpriſoning him who was a Roman, had the Magiſtrates al- 
ſerted their own Power in the Cale, would the Apoſtle preſently 


have diſcharg'd the Philippians from their Obedience to ſuch +) 
.arbitrary Governors, as Men who atted againit the Good' of Dos 

the publick Society, who depriv'd a Roman of his Liberty and ri — 
Property, and fruſtrated all the Ends of Government ? Or would ether 


4 o 4 . * 2 A a 4 
ad "A #4 F 1 4 2 c my 
V rr 
0 5 . " 4 * g F 
£> . 4 — af * - 
= o Fi - 7 


the thirty firſt of January, 170. 17 
to put thoſe Magiſtrates by their Offices, and ſtand up vige” 
rouſly in Vindication of their Privil::iges? No: Thoſe who de- 
fend themſelves Fy Law, don't pretend to be Judges in their own 
Cauſes. Nor is an Appeal to the Leiter of the written Law always 
enough to determine Controverfies abont Liberty and Property. 
The Judges, who repreſeut the ſupream Mag iftrate, are the Inter- 
preters of the Law, and ifor the deciſive Senſe of the Letter of 


it, whatever the Plaintiff or Defendant, ot their Counſel, may 
think of the Matter. When St. Pl appeal'd to Cæſar, he ap- 
peal'd to him as the os Fudge He might think himſelf 
wrong'd in what was offer'd to him; but he referr'] the Judg- 
ment to Ceſar, whether he had been wrong*d or no? If Cæſar 
Logs the Management of his Subſtitutes, it's hard taperſwade 
us, that Paul would immediately have ab4icate4 his Prince, or 
have animated a Piſ>, or a Vindex, to have confpir'd his Ruin. 
4. It appears farther, from what has been ſaid, that nothing: 
can be more ridiculois, than to talk of St. Pauls ſtanding faſt in 
that Liberty, which the Laws of the Roman State gave him, when 
St. Paul knew, nv Man better, that all the Laws of the Roman 
Empire depended purely upon the Will of Cæſar, who Was an ab- 
ſolute, arbitrary, uncontrcullable Monarch; and therefore he ap- 
* not from Cæſar to the Law, but from the Law, as 4b 
y inferior Officers, to Ceſar ; and he appeals to that Ceſar, 
who was himſelf a notorious Oppreſſor and a Tyrant. Nero's 
Power was from God immediately; the Power of Felix, or Fe- 
us, or Lyſias, was fram God mediately, as it was fu:h a Share. 
f that Power committed to Nero, as Nero thought fit to en- 
ruſt thoſe inferior Officers with: And ſuch was that Power 
which our Saviour recognizes in Pontize Pilate. Now, to reſiſt 
the inferior Magiſtrate, had been to reſiſt the Qrdinance of God, 
as well as to reſiſt the higheſt Power; but to appeal from the 
inferior, to the higher Power, is not to refift eithex of them. 
And if the inferior Magiſtrate ſtretches his Power beyond the 
true Meaning of the Law, which is the publick Notification 
of the Will of the Sovereign, the injur*'d Subject may com- 
plain to the Sovereign, but has nothing to do, either as a Chri- 
tian, or a Subject, to revenge himſelf upon the ſubordinate" Iſu- 
giſtrate 3 but muſt leave that to him, from whom he receives 
is Commiſſion: And thus Sr. Paul referr*d his Cauſe to Cæſar. 
It's evident from St. Paul's Conduct in the preſent Cafe, that 
be did not think the Roman written Laws any Seturity to Subjets, 
againſt the arbitary Determinations of the ſupxeam Imperial Tower. 
or does any Man in his Wits, think ſo in other Nations, For 
written Laws were ſuch a Security, there could be no. 


if onl 

Decifion of ſuch Caſes as are not already determin'd by ſome 

written Law; which Caſes frequently o:cur in theſe, and all 

ether Nations; whence very py makes ſome £4ditions — 
| the. 
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the Body of our Statutes. The Laws of England require, that 

the Fete againſt a Man try'd for his Life, ſhould be full 
and clear, and the Matter alleg'd againſt him, prov'd by more 
than one credible Witneſs ; and where there are not ſufficient 
Witneſſes, nor Circumitances enough to corroborate the Evi- 
dence, the Engliſþ-man ought to be diſcharg'd by Law: Yet, 
when the Great Lord Strafford could not be condemn'd, but real- 
ly, as to his Life, ſtood diſcharg'd by Law, a Bill of Attainder 
took him off: A Method repeated fince upon a like Occaſion, 
Now, thoſe written Laws which cannot ſecure a Man's Life, 
to be ſure cannot ſecure his Liberty or Property againſt the ſu- 
pream Power. 

Indeed, as was obſerv'd before, the ſovereign or ſupream Pow- 
er, in all Governments, muſt be abſclute, arbitrary, above all 
Coercion; otherwiſe, no inconvenient, no unjuſt Laws, can 
ever be amended or repeabd. The Laws of all Nations are but 
the Creatures of the ſupream Power, who can make them tem- 
porary and probationary only, if they pleaſe,can perpetuate them 
when they think fit, and repeal that Perpetuity uponemergent 
Reaſons. Thus what the Laws of the Roman State had ſettl'd, 
the Wills of the Roman Ca ſars often diſanull'd: What a Nero 
had decreed, a Gulba, a Veſpatian, a Trajan, could repeal or alter 
as he pleas'd. In our own Government, what a 3d Edward, 
or a 24 Richard, had enacted in Parliament, a qth Henry could 
repeal in Parliament; What a 6th Henry enacted, a qth Ed- 
ward vacated : What he, or Richard the 3d ſettl'd, Henry the 
th diſanull'd: Henry the 8th did and undid what ke would, 
and never wanted the three Eſtates in Parliament to ſecond his 
Will, or to prepare Laws anſwerable to his Intentions. The 
Laws which Edward the 6th made, Philip and May made void, 
and the gloriow Elizabeth re- enacted. But all theſe Laws, thus 
enacted, and thus repeal'd, were not the Peoples, not their Re- 
preſentatives Laws, but the Kings and Queens Laws; and yet 
were generally, tho' not always, petition'd for, and prepar'd by 
the Kepreſentatives of the Nople. Which, 

6. Shews farther, that the Diſtin#ion between the Executive 
and Legiſlative Power, as if they lay in different Hands, is like 
that between the perſonal and politick Capacity of the King; 
which ſome modern Divines once made uſe of ro blow up the 
Flames of Rebellion, and to murder the Perſon of Charles Stuart, 
without hurting the Xing of England; which Diſtinction never 
came igto the Head of our Apoſtle. The N Governor or 
Governors of any Nation, muſt be poſſeſs'd both of the Executive 
and the Legiflative Power; otherwiſe they can never anſwer the 
Ends of Government, or provide, on ſudden Emergencies, for the 
Safety of the People. It's capital for the high Sheriff of one 
County, to carry the Poſe Comitatus out of his own, into _ 
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ther; yet the Sheriff of Worceſterſhire purſu'd the om der- Tray- 
tors with his Poſſe into Warwickſbire, and was not puniſh'd, that 
Law being broken only for the publick Good ; but pardon'd, not 
by the three Eſtates then affembPd in Parliament, but by the 


King. 
Our written Laws declare the Kingdom of England a Momar- 
chy, an Empire ; the Crown of England independent, imperial, and 


from Gol only. They declare, that there's no Power co-ordinate 


with, nor coercive over him; and that every Attempt to co- 
erce him, to raiſe Arms againſt him, to difinherit him, is high 
Treaſon. In Caſe of the Breach of any Law, the Proces a- 
gainſt the Criminal, is in the King's Name; the Witneſſes are 
the King's Witneſſes; the Courts where they are try'd, are the 
King's Courts ; the Sheriffs, the Judges act by his Commiſſion; 
the Dead. Warrant, the Reprieve, the Pardon comes from his 
Hand, Nay, the High Court of Parliament, where our Statutes 
are firſt fram'd, , examin'd, approv'd, petition'd for, and 
ofter*d to him, is the Aing*s Great Council : It's call'd by him; 
any Limitation of it is by his Conſent ; any Limitations may 
be taken off again at their Requeſt, by the ſame Conſent : 
When they have ſtudy'd all they can, to make what they think 
the beſt and the molt neceſſary Laws, Le Roy le Veult, or Le 
Roy P Aviſere, makes them actual Laws, or damns them, E- 
very Member of Parliament, before he fits, acknowledges the 
King's Supremacy in all Cauſes, and over all Perſons within 
theſe Kingdoms, and their Appondages; and the Denial of 
it, is Treaſon. Every Member of that Great Council ons him- 
ſelf a Subject, and the P:ince his Sovereign. Nor are any of 


them Officers, Military or Civil, not ſo much as an ordinary 


Juſtice of Peace, but by his Commiſſion: Nor can they hold 
their Commiſſions longer than he thinks fit. There's no ſuch 
Thing as a Parliament without the King, any (put Princi- 
more than a Man without a Head: He is the Hahn nis 
Head, the Beginning and the End of every Par- fiamenti. 
liament: And as he can't raiſe Money on the 
Subject without their Conſeut, ſo neither can they raiſe Money 
upon themſelves, without his. 

So that our Min # ſupream ; inferior Magiſtrates have Aut bo- 
vity — and under bim. His Laws are the Signification of 
his Will to his People: An Appeal to his Laws, is an Appeal 
to himſelf; and, as the Ming of England can do no Wrong, ſo 
none can reſiſt him, but they muit do him Wrong. Such a So- 
vereign, and much more abſolute was the Roman Emperor : His 
Armies, as well as his Edicts, were his Laws, and his Sword was 
his Reaſon ; and even ſuch a one St. Pau! commanded his pri- 


mitive Chriſtians to obey. He acknowledg'd him to be rhe 
Dig ber Power ; the Ordinance 9 : one who deriv'd bis owe 
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en Doctrine, by the Diſagreeableneſs of his Practice; that 
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er from God. Not to be a Terror to good Works, but to the evil, 
14 be the Living-Law of the Roman Empire, and the Refuge of 
all ſuch as might be oppreſs'd. And therefore St, Pau? thought 
himſelf ſafer in fanding at Czfar's Fudgment-Seat, where he 
ought to be judg'd, than in being a Rowan Citizen, and uncon- 
demn'd.;- and therefore he appeal d to Cæſar. | 

„ That all Power is of the * that Subjects are Sove- 
& reigns, that Supremacy is Subjection, or Co · ordinacy at beſt, 
4c that Malecontents are the beſt Subjects z that it's moſt for 
& the Good of civil Societies, that every Man ſhould be Judge 
jn his own Cauſe ; that the Peoples Repreſentatives in Par- 
4 l;ament, are the Wiſdom of the Nation, and yet that the 
people are wiſer than their Repreſentatives; that Sovereigns 
4c are accountable to their People for every Thing in which 
* they imagine themſelves to have been wrong'd ; that Laws 
ere before there wete any Law-givers; and ſo turn'd the 
&* Deſart of this World into a Paradiſe, and the Wildneſs off 
„ Mankind, into a human Society ; that St. Paul deſign'd, as 
t ſome modern Divines ſeem to do, to make Nonſenſe of his 
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* to appeal from the inferior to the ſupream Magiſtrate, is of- 
* fering Reſiſtance to them both; that Subjection and Fidelity 
is only due ts good Magiſtrates, tho? they have been never fof 
* often ſworn to the bad, as well as to the ou ; that no Ma- 
4 giltrates are good, bur ſuch as it may be half zhe People, it 
may be ſcarce a quarter of them; it may be ſome ſew very 
* virtuous aud pious Heroes of the Modern-cut, Men of diſtin-i 
* guiſd' d Senſe and Judgment, ſhall pleaſe to report ſo. That 
thoſe who are faithful to ill Princes, are Enemies to the pub- 
* lick Good; and that thoſe Prineiples which brought her 
* Royal Grand father of blefſed Memory, to the Block, make 
the beſt Subjects to her preſent Majeſty. — Theſe, and ſuch 
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like, are Principles defended by ſome, I hope, not many mo- tl 
dern Divines ; theſe were preach'd by the Marſhals, the Cula- el 
mys, the Baxters, the Peters, the Good wyns, the Owens, and 4 
other the Eottefeus in the Great Rebellion. Theſe fill'd three * 
Kingdoms with Sects and Sacrilege, with Blood and Murder, h 
with univerſal Ruins and Devaſtations, and all for the Good 
of the Publick; which ay purſu'd as carefully as ever they ti 
diſcharg' d the publick Fu rb. | 7 tl 
Theſe Principles cancell'd our Muna Charta all at once, B 
made Dirt of all our Laws, written, and caſtumary; canton'd ze 
Chriſtianity into as many Fractions, as Cyriacut the Euphrates lo 
into Streams at the Siege of Bablycn : And ſuch Rules of Juſtice of 
as theſe, brought one of the beſt Princes, one of the beſt Chriſti- tl 
ans, and the of beſt Men that ever ſat upon the Brit;/h Throne, 5 


to be eruellj murder d by the moſt unnatural of Men, the moſt 
a | - ame-. 
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the thirty firſt of January, 170. 
ſhameleſs Hypocrites that ever took upon themſelves the Name 
of Chriſt, and the moſt faithleſs and impudent of Rebels. And 
are not ſuch admirable Principles very ſit to be preach'd and de- 
fended in theſe Days, while thoſe diſhoneſt Scars they left up- 
on theſe Nations in former Days, are ſtill in View ? Or can 
any People be ſo very 8 Fop-ridden,as to think that 
the Aſſertors of ſuch ines, if they knew their own Meaning 
can mean any better to the preſent Government, than thoſe for- 
mer Incendiaries did to Charles rhe Martyr, of glorious Memory. 
I have never yet, in all my little Reading or „met 
with one piow, prudent Chriſtian, thoroughly engag'd in a Re- 
bellion againſt his lawful Sovereign : Some well-meaning, weak 
Aen, have been entangl'd ſometimes in unchriſtian Practices, 
by ſubtle, and intriguing Villains; as Aſalom, ſpirited a- 
way two hundred ſimple, honeſt Men with him, to Hebron, 


Aby pretending Religion; but not letting them into the My- 


tery of his unnatural Ambition. But wiſe Men, tho? | 
may be impos'd on a while, will not be ſo taken. Neightour- 
ing Princes are often ſtirr'd up by Heaven, to puniſh a Tyrant, 
by commencing a juſt War againſt them, which ſuch are apt 
enough to give them Occaſion to do ; and for ſuch Princes 
to bring a Tyrant to Reaſon, is a glorious Atchievement. 


But where God permits Subjects to rite againſt their lawful 


Sovereigns, to whom they are 3 by the Oath of God; 
which God does ſomerimes, to punith ſome perſonal Siu in the 
Prince; as he puniſn'd David, for Adultery, and Murder; 
Solomon for his Indulgence to his idolatrous Wives, &'c. Or, 


to ſcourge a Nation, who abuſe his Goodneſs, and murmur 


. at that Proviſion, Temporal and Spiritual, which he has 


made for them, he ciills out the moſt vile {cheifts, aud pro- 
found Hypocrites in a Nation: So, againſt David, he rais'd 
the Mſaloms, the Achitophels, the Sbehas; againſt Þlomon, 
the Feroboams, ſuch as would teach whole Nations to ſin; 
the Ba inaet, and  Rechabs, the Zimries, Baaſbaes, Vindexes 
Aavillae s, Cromwells, and ſuch other deſperate Wretches ; and 
when he has done with them, he caſts them into the Fire of 
his Indignation. | 

If written Laws are to be the ſole Standards of our Rights, 
they mult be ſo for the Prince, as well as for the People ; 
the Prince certainly muſt have ſome Rights as well as they. 
But the written Laws are only a dead Letter, without an bh. 
terpreter : Our Juwiges are the Interpreters of our Laws, and 
ſo the [nterpreters of the Will of the Sovereign, and Keepers 
of hie, or her Conſcience. Duhtleſs, both the Judges and 
their Matter may be miſtaken ; Princes, and all Judges of the 
Earth, are but Men, and fallible ; but muſt fallible Subjects 
therefore take up Arms agiinlt fallible Princes, only becauſe 
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they are {6'? If, in a doubtful Point, the Sovereign takes 
the beſt Advice he can; if he takes it of Men — 
converſant in the Laws of the Land, Men under the ſtronge 
Obligations of Conſcience, to be faithful and impartial, 
Men who have approv*d their Underſtanding and Integrity in 
other Caſes ; and if the Sovereign acts upon their unanimous 
Opinion, is it fit that that Sovereign ſould be arraign'd - 
and condemn'd for all his Care, by Men of no Skill in the 
Laws, no Integrity, no Vertue, no Honour, no Conſcience, 


and under no ſuch ſolemn Ties to Impaatiality and Faithful- 


neſs? There was not the leaſt Step made to the crying Sins 
of this Day, but what was Treaſon by the written, the fun- 


damental Laws of this Kingdom. There's nor one Prineiple 
tending to animate Subjects againſt their Sovereigns, to pick 
Quarrels with their Government, to ſet the People up in Co- 


ordinacy with their Sovereign, or to make them the Ori 9 


nals of his Power; but it's treaſonable by the written La 


of the Land. And was ever any Man found Fault with 


the Sovereign, for appealing to thoſe Laws in clear Caſes ? 
Or, did ever any Man betray the juſt Liberties of his Coun- 
try, who, in theſe, or the like Caſes, appeal'd peaceably to 
the Sovereign, in his Courts of Juſtice ? 

I, as well as others, could wiſh this unhappy Day blotted 
out of all the Regiſters of Time ; but it's as Fob wiſh'd, with 


Reſpe& to the Day of his Birth, only becauſe it's branded 
with the Memorial of fo black a Sin, as where a meer Man 


was concern'd, no Age could ever parallel, When Men are 
once wean'd from their Sins, we need not inveigh fo oft a- 


gainſt them, Let the Principles upon which our Kegicides and 
their Abetters went, be once ſo bury'd, as never to riſe up 


again to plague the Nations; and, by my Conſent, we' turn 
this Day of Faſting and Humiliation for their Wickedneſs, in- 
to a Day of Foy and Thankſgiving, for their Converſion. But, 
if the Impudence of fa#ious Libertines, Republicans, and 4 
theiſts, will be promoting and handing about the ſame pe- 
ſtilent Principles ſill, | forbid, that the true Miniſters 
of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould ceaſe to lift up their Voices like Trum- 
pets, to ſhew our Engliſh Judah their Sins, and our Britiſh I/ 
rael their Iniquities | 

But what js it which thoſe Men, who quarrel with the Me- 


mory of that bleſſed Martyr Charles the Firſt, and the Obſer- 


vation of this Day, as a ſolemn Faſt for that deteſtable Murder 
on thu Day committed on his ſacred Perſon, would be at? They 
5 and diſperſe their vile Pamphl ts, ſpawn'd in Hell, and dictated b 
vils, to blacken the Memory of that excellent Prince. And thoug 
amphl- rs, by thoſe Heaps of ſhameleſs 


threaten thoſe who dare to aſſert the Cauſe of their God, and their So- 
| vereign 
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vereign. Will they plead, in their own Defence, that the Faſt of this 
Day proceeds only from the Son's Command, who was willing to vin- 
dicate the Honour of his Father? Why, all the ſober Part of Mankind, 
who had been appriz'd of that blefſed Martyr's Cate, were raedy to vin» 
dicate him before z and ſome even of his bicrereſt Enemies, could not 

but wipe off thoſe monſtrous Calumnies which had been raisd againſt 
him. ſuppoſe Charles the Martyr's Son only had, by his own Au- 
thority, commanded the Obſervation of this Day, vet Salomos Advice 
might have been of ſome Weight among Chriſtians, I counſel thee to 9 
bey the Command of the King, becauſe of the Oath of God, Eccl. 8. 2. Well 
then, ſince that Plea is 800d for not Hing, would they have the People 
have all the Power of appointing ſolemn Fafts, and of determining the 
Time when, and the Reaſons why they ſhould be obſerv'd? Be it ſo 
then. The whole Multitud?, all the People of this Nation, can never 
meer together, to eonſult in common upon their publick irs; there» 

fore they muſt meer by their Repreſentatives. If that will do, then we ſay, 
the Act for obſerving this Day, the Sins for whieh it was to beobſerv'd. 

and the Manner how, were all inſerted in one Bill, by the Re ta- 

tives of the People. ey petition'd, that it might be ena into a 

Law; and they join'd their own Coaſent and Authority with that of 
their Sovereign, for the enacting of ir. They defir'd, that it might be ob- 
ſerv'd perperuall „as a perpetual Demonſtration of the whole Nation's 

Abhorrence of that black Sin, and thoſe accurs d Traitors, who, by 

helliſh Ways and Means, had effected the Murder of their Sovereign. 

Nor was the Act procur'd by any clandeftine or over reaching Tricks, nor 

by Noiſe or Importunity, but it paſs'd both Houſes without Contradi- 

2 And then, if it was ever ſo, the Voice of the People was the Voice 

0 . * 

And can neither our true Sovereign Lord the King, nor our imaginary 
Sovercign Lords the People, ſatisfy thoſe Men? Ox do they fancy, that 
Meas Minds may be generally chang'd by this Time? And that if ſuch a 
Bill were now to be brought in, it would be rejected by both Houlſes ? 
How comes it to paſs then, that though ſome of their Zealots have ſplit 
their Free-holds into athouſand little Parcels,and drawn unthinking Wretches 
into Perjury by Heaps, that they might have 5 of their own 
Stamp; yer they have never been able to get the AG for obſerving the 
3oth Day of January, as a Day of + = and Humiliation for the barbarcss 
Murder on that Day committed on erſon of our late dread Sovereign, 
Charles the Firſt, of bleſſed Memory, — Nay, the preſent honow- 
rable Howſes of Parliament, keep this Day themſelves, appoint Mew of 
Anti r publican Principles to preach before them, and join together in 
publick Prayers to God, That when he makes Inquiſition for Blood, he would 
not 2 the Guilt of the Innocent Blood of Charles the Martyr, (the ſhedding 
of which, nothing but the Blood of his own Son, could expiate,) that he 
would not lay it to the Charge of the People of this Land; or let it ever be 
requir'd of us, or of our Poſterity. --- That his Memory may ever be bleſſed 
among ; and we follow the Example of his Patience and Charity. And 
that our Land ma be free from the Vengeance of his Blood, and God's Mer- + 
cy elorify'd in the Forgiveneſs of our Sins. \ ” 

There are, it may be, ſeveral in this very Congregation, who come 
here only as Spies, to affront their God and their 2 ſhewing 
their Faces occaſtonally only in the Houſe of God, daring his Vengeance, 
and glorying in the Crimes of their Pre deceſſors. But they are not the 
firſt who have glory d in their Shame. Theſe are Engliſh-men, it may 
but no Chriſtians z or if they will pretend to that venerable Name 

2 


